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Linguistics is a science about natural languages. To be more precise, it covers a whole set of different related sciences. General linguistics is a nucleus. It studies the generalstructure of various natural languages and discovers the universal laws of functioning of natural languages. Many concepts from general linguistics prove to be necessary for any researcher who deals with natural languages. General linguistics is a fundamental science that was developed by many researchers during the last two centuries, and it is largely based on the methods and results of grammariansof older times, beginning from the classical antiquity.

As far as general linguistics is concerned, its most important parts

are the following:

• Phonology deals with sounds composing speech, with all their similarities and differences permitting to form and distinguish words.

• Morphology deals with inner structure of individual words and the laws concerning the formation of new words from piecesmorphs.

• Syntax considers structures of sentences and the ways individual words are connected within them.

• Semantics and pragmatics are closely related. Semantics deals with the meaning of individual words and entire texts, and pragmatics studies the motivations of people to produce specific sentences or texts in a specific situation.
